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returned from Worcestershire, where I suppose
you saw your Varanese, I then ceased to wonder
at your silence, for the sight of such a woman,
c so known, so loved,9 might well make you
forget me." Varanese, she knew, was " so dear "
to Wesley. But in about 1730 her attention began
to be occupied by a certain Mr. Wilson, whom she
afterwards married, and Wesley turned his to the
Granville sisters. He fell ecstatically prostrate
before first one, then the other ; but it was Mary
who fascinated him the most.

She was young, lovely, appealing, with a
cultured and spirited mind which had been the
delight of her uncle George Granville, first Lord
Lansdowne, poet and Jacobite. She brought to
Wesley the aroma of another world, the world of
brilliance and fashion, and, above all, she led him
into the realm of delicately fastidious personal
relations. It dazzled him. Was he in love ? -
Yes ; but with a vision. His love was begotten
by despair upon impossibility. She on her part
might have married him, since she cared nothing
for worldly glamour, having refused Lord Balti-
more, prince of Maryland, to succumb in 1743
to the protestations of Dr, Delany : but how
could Wesley have married her ? It was not only
that he had no money-even his Fellowship
would be lost on marrying - but how could he
intimately approach so glowing, so ethereal a
creature ? And by now Wesley was wary of love ;
his experience with Varanese had taught him that